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Miguel Rodriguez Lopez
Arquedlogo, educador y gestor cultural
(Juan Mendez -FB Post)

FALLECE EN CHICAGO LIDER BORICUA JUAN MENDEZ

Con mucha tristeza nos informa Carlos Hernandez, director del Puerto Rico Arts
Alliance de Chicago que el viernes fallecio a causa de complicaciones cardiacas el
lider civico y cultural Juan Méndez, querido amigo y promotor y filantropo del
arte y la cultura puertorriquena en la isla y en la Didspora. Juan nacié en San
Sebastian en el 1946 pero en el 1954 emigro junto al resto de la familia a Chicago
donde con los afios se convirtié en un profesional y empresario exitoso. En
Chicago respaldo siempre la labor de Carlos Hernandez y su equipo de trabajo en
proyectos exitosos como el Festival del Cuatro, los Talleres de Arte, los premios
Felisa Rincon y tantos otros con los que he colaborado en los pasados 10 afios.
Siempre apoyd muy generosamente programas del arte y la cultura asi como a
jovenes musicos de gran talento como los estacados Hermanos Sanz y Hermelindo
Ruiz Mestre. Incluyo algunas fotos de la visita a Puerto Rico en el 2019 de una
gran delegacion de lideres de Chicago que luego del azote de Maria apoyaron
econdmicamente proyectos y programas culturales que se vieron afectados por el
paso del huracan. El querido amigo Juan Méndez se disfrutaba al méximo cada
viaje, cada actividad con la satisfaccion de haber cumplido con un deber civico y
patriotico.

Vaya mi pésame a su viuda Gladys Mendez que siempre estaba a su lado en estos
proyectos, a sus hijas y amigos de la comunidad cultural boricua de Chicago y de
Puerto Rico que lo conocieron y que disfrutaron de su amistad: Tato Bien, Carlos
Hernandez, Guillermo Montes de Oca, Elizabeth Rosado Alvelo Eduardo
Villanueva, Yezenia Cruz, Willie Denton, Luz Dary y tantos mas.



Wilfredo Perez, Jr.
(PRAA-FB Inbox)

En memoria de Juan M Mendez. Un Boricua natural de San Sebastidan PR que
conocid a este gran sefior cinco afos atras. En espafiol porque un puertorriqueiio,
jibaro del bario Mirabales San Sebastian habla espaiol. Por coincidencia de la
vida y un amigo en comun Hermelindo Ruiz conoci a Juan. Coincidimos en lo
mismo, un tema de politica y un politico de carrera que no nos caia del todo bien.
Después de una buena platica nos despedimos y me dijo hablamos pronto. Unos
meses después recibi una llamada y era de Juan para invitarme en primera fila a el
festival del cuatro. Pensé porque a mi? Le dije es un honor y sin duda lo estaré
presente. Cuando llegue me recibié como si me conociera de toda la vida. Me dijo,
Pepiniano te presento a mi hermana, que bueno que viniste. Le presente a mi
esposa y le di las gracias. Después del concierto hablamos de la musica
puertorriquefia, de San Sebastian y de Puerto Rico. Dos afios después no vimos en
otro evento en la secundaria Roberto Clemente. Me dio un abrazo platicamos unos
minutos con mas calma y me dijo, aqui estoy... Pa lante... Lo vi cansado pero
contento y con ganas de vivir. Al final del evento me despedi y le dije nos vemos
pronto. Tan solo nos mantuvimos en contando por Facebook. Su ultimo mensaje
fue, Wilfredo mi familia y yo ya hicimos una aportacion para ayudar a traer una
Pepiniano de regreso a casa. Yo le pedi ayuda y le conté de una compatriota que
después de sufri un accidente en Brasil y estar en coma no podia regresar a casa.
El dio el maximo y yo aprendi que no es tener mucho y ayudar, es poder ayudar
sin importar cuanto tienes. La vida te pone gente buena y gente excepcional, Juan
fue esto y mucho mas. Vuela alto Pepiniano

Fernando Grillo
(Juan Mendez-FB Post)

My dear friend and mentor Juan M. Mendez was truly "un gallito Puertorriquefio" in the best
sense of the word.

He was agile, elegant, energetic, never quit, had a strut and cadence, and walked with proud
humility. He loved the Puerto Rican Arts Alliance (PRAA) and was a humble servant leader.
My condolences to Carlos Hernandez and the PRAA family.

Brotherhood and mentorship were on display at the Chicago Bar Association Vanguard
Award luncheon last year with Edwin Reyes, Appellate Court Justice Jesse G. Reyes, Ruben
Castillo, then Chief Judge of the US District Court of Northern Illinois, and Juan M. Mendez. As
always, Gladys Mendez, quietly and powerful, in support.

Every time my family and I travel to Puerto Rico, we grab breakfast at McDonald's in Terminal 3 at
O'Hare Airport. [ always stop in front of Juan M. Mendez picture in his military uniform. I tell my son
of how I met Juan at the grocery store across the street from my house when I was 8 years old. How I
was impressed of how well dressed, well educated, well spoken, and well respected he was. When 1
found out he was a lawyer, wow! I wanted to be a lawyer. I wanted to be like him. Little did I know,



that my life would would shadow his for the next almost fifty years. He excelled as a lawyer, realtor,
businessman, humanitarian, husband, father, brother, mentor, and friend.

Thank you Juan for your example, for your leadership, for your humility, for your integrity, for your
faith, for your generosity, and for always being a proud son of San Sebastian, Puerto Rican. Thank
you for those frank discussions about the importance of family. Thank you and Gladys for being a
good example of marriage and family. Thank you for your big smile, hugs, and kisses on the cheek
whenever you saw me with my wife Ali and son Javi. Thank you for your "bendicion".

Tonight, I join all those who considered you a father figure and mentor. You challenged us all to be
the best we could be, to be family men, to be be self-reliant, to get educated, and to contribute to our
community. Our community is better for your journey my friend. Although I am pained by your
departure, I can only smile when I think of your life's journey and am grateful to have had you in my
life. You will never be forgotten.

Your Gladys and family will have many of us that will continue to love them and to honor your
memory and your life's work.

Rest friend.

Angelo Sanchez & Carmen

Juanito, as I use to call him was my best friend, my confidant, my golf buddy and like
my brother, that [ will miss greatly. To know Juan was to love Juan. I wish to
remember him as the great human being he was, a wise man, of good principles,
awesome husband, great father, noble, helpful person, with great charisma, who has
left us an immense legacy. He was a pillar in our community... always thinking about
others and always sharing his philosophy of life. He made a difference in this world
in so many great ways. He would never turn his back on anyone, always helping
those that needed it. We enjoyed many road trips together with our wives, and he
always pointed out the beauty of life, and of our beautiful world. He taught us to
appreciate life and never take it for granted. We had many conversations about our
families and how fortunate we were to always be surrounded by their love. We often
discussed where we came from and how important it was to never forget our past
and always be thankful for what we had achieved in our lives. I'll always remember
what he told me once, “Help others to grow and you will also grow”. This was surely
an aspect of his soul. We will miss him tremendously, but Juanito will live in our
hearts forever. Angelo (Tato) Sanchez






